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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 COLOMB 00701 201227 Z 
14 

ACTION NEA-12 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 EB-11 AGR-20 COME-OO AID-20 OMB-01 

CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-09 NSAE-00 PA-03 RSC-01 USIA-12 

PRS-01 TRSE-00 RSR-01 INRE-00 /092 W 

099177 

P 201 155 Z MAR 73 

FM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9262 

UNCLAS COLOMBO 701 

E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAGR, ECON, CE 

SUB J : REPORTED DROUGHT IN SRI LANKA 

REF STATE 48458 

1. SRI LANKA HAS EXPERIENCED DROUGHT SITUATION SINCE OCT 71, 

AS REFLECTED IN TRENDS REPORTS AND OTHER ANALYSES SUBMITTED 
DURING THIS PERIOD. LAST FALL DROUGHT CONDITIONS WERE RELIEVED 
BY HEAVY RAINS IN NORTH AND CENTRAL PORTIONS OF SRI LANKA. 
DROUGHT CONDITION IN HEAVILY POPULATED SOUTHWEST AREA HAS 
INTENSIFIED. HEAVY RAINS IN NORTH CENTRAL PARTS IN OCTOBER 
HAVE BEEN FOLLOWED BY FOUR MONTHS OF RAINFALL WELL BELOW 
NORMAL LEVELS IN ALL AREAS. 

2. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION: 



RICE: 



AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED. 1972 CROPS YALA AND MAHA DEFICIENT AVERAGE 
30 PERCENT THOUGH PART OF DEFICIENCY DUE TO HEAVY AUTUMN RAINS 
INTERRUPTING PROCESSING AFTER HARVESTING. MIN OF AGRICULTURE 
STATES 1973 MAHA CROP 30 PERCENT BELOW FORECAST LEVELS AND 
EQUAL TO COMPARABLE CROP LAST YEAR. YALA CROP WILL BE SERIOUSLY 
THREATENED IF APRIL- MAY RAINS PROVE BELOW NORMAL. SOUTHWEST 
MONSOON MUCH LESS DEPENDABLE THAN NORTHEAST MONSOON SO DANGER 
CONSIDERABLE. SITUATION APPEARS WORST IN PADDY AREAS IN SOUTH- 
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WESTERN, EASTERN AND NORTHERN AREAS: NORTH CENTRAL WATER 
TANKS GENERALLY SATISFACTORY BECAUSE OF HEAVY AUTUMN RUN- OFF 
AND LOWER THAN ANTICIPATED DEMAND. 

COCONUT: 

CURRENT CROPS BETWEEN 20 PERCENT AND 50 PERCENT BELOW NORMAL. 
OBSERVERS BLAME THIS ON RAINFALL DEFICIENCY BUT ALSO POOR 
MANAGEMENT CONNECTED WITH RECENT LAND LEGISLATION AND WIDE- 
SPREAD ANTICIPATION OF ALL IN PRICES. 

RUBBER: 

CURRENT PRODUCTION FORECASTS STILL RELATIVELY OPTIMISTIC BUT 
MIN AG CONCEDES MUCH DEPENDS ON RAINFUALL LEVELS IN NEXT 
THREE MONTHS. 



TEA: 



SLGITH EFFECT LAST YEAR; PRODUCERS REPORTED NOT SERIOUSLY 
ALARMED ABOUT EFFECT OF RAINFALL DEFICIENCY ON CURRENT 
PRODUCTION, ASSUMING NORMAL RAINFALL IN NEXT THREE MONTHS. 

GARDEN CROPS : 

SPOTTY SEVERE EFDUCT. ESPECIALLY SOUTH AND WEST. HEAVY AUTUMN 
RAINS NORTH AND CENTRAL PROTIONS ADEQUATE UNTIL NOW. 

3. COMMENT: FBIS ITEM REPORTED REFTEL OVERSTATES GRAVITY OF 
SITUATION. COLOMBO AREA HARD HIT. WITH WATER RATIONING POSS- 
IBLE IN NEXT FEW WEEKS AND RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF ELECTRIC POWER 
ALREADY RECOMMENDED. HOWEVER, TEA PLANTERS AND GARDEN CROP 
CULTIGATORS IN KANDY AND OBSERVERS OF PADDY CONDITIONS 
ANURADHAPUR AREA DENY EXISTENCE OF CRISIS CONDITIONS. EMBASSY' S 
ASSESSMENT OF DROUGHT SITUATION SUPPORTED IN GENERAL BY 
BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION' S CURRENT ANALYSIS. 

VAN HOLLEN 
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